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J>avy demands
gay ex-oincer

repay tuition
By SCOTT HARPER

Staff Writer
Orlando Gotay, a 1987 Naval Acad-

emy graduate, thought things
couldn't get worse when, as he
claims, be was forced to quit the
Navy last year for being homosex
ual."

But they have.
- The Navy now is demanding Gotay

. pay ^,949 in tuition because he
resigned from the military before'
completing the five years service
academy graduatesmustpwform.

But^ the Puerto Rico native who
now lives in San Francisco said he
will not pay the Navy a dime,
because it was the Navy that pres.
sured him toget out earfir.

The American Civil Literties Un
ion has agreed to represent Gotay m
court if the Pentagon pushes the
matter.
•"First they force me out, end my

career as a Naval officer, and then
they tell me I have to pay them for
doing this to me," Gotay said in a
telephone interview.

"Their charges are sennless and
have no foundation, and they're
going to stop."

A Navy spokeswoman said this
week the case is cut and i^. It all

centers on a contract each midship-
man must sign: If, upon graduation,
a person volunta^ resigns before
finishing his service obligation, that
person owes the government in part
forhis education inAnnapolis.

Lt Bed Brenton said the Navy •
has sent Gotay three letters asiring
him to begin repayment Because he
has not replied, the adcount has been
turned over, to the U.S. Justice
Department for collection.

Amy Ees^ner, a spokeswoman for
the Justice Department, could not be
reached for comment. •

Gotay and his lawyers see the
matter as another example of the
military's attempt to bar homosex- •
uals by seeking reimbursement of !
scholarship money.

Most of these cases — in which '
gays are pushed out of the military
and made to reimburse the govern*. -
ment for tuition — have involved
ROTC-trained officers. Disclosure of
this policy has led to discrimination •
protests ^m students and faculty at •
several campuses, including Har- '
vard.

Rarely, if ever, however, has an ;
academy graduate been the source

(See NAVY, Page A9)

In March, (3otay was given
honorable discharge.

Because of this 'Voluntary resig.
natiffi}." the Navy ordered (Jotay
about a week after liis discharge to
begin paying back more than CZ.OOO
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of such action, Gotay and his law
yers said. The Navy said Gotay'!
case is not the Qrst of its kind.
« Gotay, 26, was serving as a ma
chinery officer aboard the USS Seik-
napf flagship of the 6th Fleet, when
he learned in June 1989 that he was
under investigation for homosezuali
ty.

The inquiry did not prove .any
sexual misconduct, although Gotay
admits now that he is gay. Accord*
ing to military policy, it is illegal to
be gay and serve in the armed
forces.

He said that during the investiga
tion, no one ever asked him directly
if he was homosexual

A month later, Gotay said, he was
-* charged with fraternization, or so

cial contact, with enlisted personnel
... His commanding officer dismissed

the charges, however, and issued
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"That's when I decided this had
gone too far/' he said.

Since then Gotay has contacted the
ACLU and news media across the
country in hopes of "exposing how
the Navy's policies are so blatantly
wrong" in regard to homosexuallfy
and scholarship reimbursement ^-

"They made it clear that tbey
were determined to get me out of the
Navy, one way or another, and then
jthey ten me I resigned voluntarily
and that I owe them all this money,"
he said. "Is that fair? Is that how
you treat people?"

Gotay said hewas not aware of^3
homosexuality until his final year in
Annapolis. He was aware of the
!military policy toward homosexuals
and kept his preferences to hims^
jhesaid.

A political science major at the
jacademy. Gotay now is looking for a
Ijob in which hecan puthis manage
ment skills and experience to us^.
IHe currently is working as a lan
guage teacher. j
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